
Injustice at Every Turn: 
A Look at Black Respondents in the National 
Transgender Discrimination Survey

The National Transgender Discrimination Survey 
[NTDS] measured transgender Americans’ 
experiences of discrimination.1  The survey results 
showed that transgender people faced bias that 
affected all areas of life.  However, one of the most 
important findings was that the combination of anti-
transgender bias with structural and individual racism 
meant that transgender people of color experienced 
particularly devastating levels of discrimination.  
Among them, Black transgender people often 
reported the highest levels of discrimination.  That 
is why the National Black Justice Coalition is proud 
to partner with the National Center for Transgender 
Equality and the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, 
who collected the data through the NTDS, to offer this 

report on discrimination against Black transgender 
people.  As America’s leading national Black LGBT 
civil rights organization, the National Black Justice 
Coalition envisions a world where all people are fully-
empowered to participate safely, openly and honestly 
in family, faith and community, regardless of gender 
identity and sexual orientation.  The information in 
this report is based on the experiences of the 381 
respondents who were Black or Black multiracial.2  
When this report uses the phrase, “due to bias,” it 
refers to the questions on the survey that asked about 
respondents’ experiences of anti-transgender bias, 
but the results also show the complex interactions 
of that bias with race and socio-economic status.  

Key Findings
• Black transgender people lived in extreme poverty with 34% reporting a household income of less 
than $10,000/year.  This is more than twice the rate for transgender people of all races (15%), four times 
the general Black population rate (9%), and over eight times the general US population rate (4%).3   

• Black transgender people were affected by HIV in devastating numbers.  Over one-fifth of 
Black respondents were HIV-positive (20.23%) and an additional 10% reported that they did 
not know their status.  This compares to rates of 2.64% for transgender respondents of all 
races, 2.4% for the general Black population, and 0.60% of the general US population.4

• 

• Nearly half (49%) of Black respondents reported having attempted suicide.  
• 

• Family acceptance: Black transgender people who were out to their families reported that their families 
were as strong as before they came out at a higher rate than the overall sample of transgender respondents.   

• 

• Discrimination was pervasive for all respondents who took the National Transgender Discrimination 
Survey, yet the combination of anti-transgender bias and persistent, structural and individual 
racism was especially devastating for Black transgender people and other people of color.   
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